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Minutes of West Calder & Harburn Community Council 09/09/2025

APATURA PRESENTATION:
The 1st part of our meeting included a presentation by Apatura, in relation to the Proposal of Application Notice (PoAN) submitted to West Lothian Council (WLC). A summary of the presentation is attached at Appendix 1.
Present: Joan O’Donnell JOD (Chair), Allan McLaughlan AMcL (Vice-Chair), Bart Smit BS Lorna McCallum LMc, 
Apologies Debra Jamieson DJ (Planning Secretary), David Burgess DB (Treasurer), Linda Hughes LH, Jordan Stokoe JS, Councillor Craig Meek CM, Cllr Cathy Muldoon CMu, Councillor Pauline Clark PC,  Jamie McDonald JMcD, (Police Scotland), Matt Pearce MP (CDT). 
In Attendance: Amy Gill AG, Neil Davidson ND, (Apatura).
Items of AOCB: Two items have been submitted by JS. JOD will raise one item of information.
Minutes of August Meeting:  The minutes of the last meeting were proposed by AMcL and  seconded by LMc.
Reports from External Bodies:
Police Report:  JMcD, Police Scotland, provided the following summa, which was emailed to all committee members.
Between 12/08-03/09 there have been 69 total incidents of which 12 were duplicate incidents.
· 1 RTC on Main Street – not police reportable (moving vehicle into parked vehicle) 
· 1 youth related call – Congregating at WC High School on the roof ( focus point of recent weeks youths gathering at school. No criminality involved)
· 1 male arrested and charged following hate crime (shouting hateful racial speech in public – 4 calls in relation) 
· 1 shoplifting @ Scotmid (1 can alcohol stolen) 
· 12 calls in relation to disturbance @ Mossend View – 2 arrested, 1 charged. (7 of the 12 duplicate incidents) 
· No calls relating to housebreaking/ vehicle thefts. 
· Recent focussed patrols at Hermand Park cemetery and WC High School where there have been previous calls regarding youths, not so much involving ASB but just as a gathering point. 
· No identifiable crime trends from what has been reported. 
· No parking tickets issued. 
· No incidents reported via Police Scotland Contact Us page. 
· Change Grow Live (substance misuse charity) provide that West Calder is not a current hotspot or area of concern regarding substance misuse. 
Smaller dip sample of incidents given smaller date range to last month.
[bookmark: _Hlk149645515]CDT Update:  No report was received but all CDT meeting papers are sent to committee members.
Matters arising:
· Minute Secretary. JOD will continue to take the meeting minutes until the post of Secretary is filled. Ongoing.
· Gate to the old kirk has been padlocked (potential public and employee H&S concern). Details of the full response from West Lothian Council (WLC) has been received and a further update is awaited. Ongoing.
Community Council Elections:
JOD confirmed that all committee members have submitted the completed application forms. Item closed.
Harburn Bridge: 
The use of reflective road signs and non- stick road surfacing are still to be progressed and this matter will remain on the agenda for the next LAC meeting. 
Ongoing.
Traffic Management: 
JOD advised that all TTRs have been issued. 
Correspondence: 
All forwarded to committee members. JOD confirmed that the poster  from the NHS Health Visiting Team is now displayed in our locked notice board, within the Community Hub. 
Treasurer’s Report:  
DB advised, via email, that the bank balance stands at £768.64.
Planning Secretary Report: All Weekly Planning Reports from WLC have been issued. 
· JOD highlighted 071/H/25, in relation to altering and extending a raised decking area. No objections were received from the committee. 
Reports from Sub-groups and Other Meetings:-
[bookmark: _Hlk140775560]Joint Forum of Community Councils Planning Forum – DJ. No update.
Joint Forum of Community Councils Police Forum – LH. On behalf of LH, JOD advised that tentative dates have been submitted for the next meeting. Ongoing.
Local Area Committee – AMcL. The September meeting has been delayed. LAC  link:  West Lothian Council Committee Information - Meetings
Joint Forum of Community Councils Transport Forum – JOD. No update.
· CDT/CC Windfarm Sub- group – LH/JOD. JOD attended the meeting on 27th August to finalise the decision on small grants. The applications from The Judo Club and Parkhead Gala Day were given a further 7 days to submit the required information. A further £5k should be released later in the year. 
Any Other Competent Business:-
1. JS advised by email that the winter events at Beecraigs Country park are being withdrawn. JS suggested that the committee might explore any ideas/thoughts for our own winter events (new or existing) and how to attract attendees that may have gone to Beecraigs otherwise. WC&H CDT generally run these events but JOD asked members to bring some suggestions to the next meeting. 
ACTION: All- suggestions for winter events.
2. JS advised by email on the point of secretary and minute. JS proposed that we explore using one of the many Artificial Intelligence minute takers that are now available. This was discussed and it was felt that minimal time would be saved and concerns were also voiced regarding data security. This needs to be discussed with the full committee in more detail.
ACTION:  To be discussed by the full committee. 
3. JOD advised that Bathgate Community Centre is now being dissolved as there are no viable options being presented by WLC. Torphicen Community Centre also looks to be closing. AMcL advised that Asset Transfer for Web Calder Community Hub is progressing slowly and funding from West Lothian Network Food has been withdrawn.

Date of next meeting  14th October 2025


APPENDIX 1.
Apatura Presentation – Summary
· Apatura specialise in delivering large-scale energy infrastructure and next-generation data centre developments. With over a decade of experience and a 10GW portfolio of grid connections across the UK, including 7.52GW in Scotland and seven major sites across the Central Belt. 
· AI data centres are vital to the UK’s digital and economic infrastructure. They enable vast amounts of information processing using artificial intelligence – powering everything from NHS online services and national security operations to cloud storage, financial transactions and digital entertainment. . 
· Potential new development at the former Freeport Shopping Centre -an AI data centre and co-located Battery Energy Storage System (BESS). 
· The Freeport AI Energy Campus proposal (PoAN) submission marks the start of the statutory 12-week pre-application consultation process. Apatura intend to pursue a dual-application route to both West Lothian Council and the Scottish Government’s Energy Consents Unit (ECU). Planning Application by Q4, 2025/Q1, 2026.
· If approved, the Freeport AI Energy Campus would represent a major investment in the local and regional economy: 
· 1. £1.7 billion total capital investment with £227 million of construction spend retained in local supply chain. 
· 2. 1,821 jobs across Scotland with 516 jobs created annually in West Lothian over the four-year construction period. 
· 3. Once operational the site is expected to provide 1,407 long terms roles across Scotland with 626 being permanent in West Lothian, and 399 directly on-site. 
· 4. Projected contribution of £257 million in Gross Value Added to the local economy every year once operational. 
· 5. The project is expected to add 0.2% to Scotland’s GDP. Scotland has a unique opportunity to position itself as a leader in AI-driven digital infrastructure. The seven grid-secured sites across the central belt will ensure AI expansion strengthens grid stability, energy security, and net zero progress, rather than adding pressure to already constrained systems. Scotland has strengths that vastly outweigh other parts of the UK - renewable energy, digital infrastructure, and climate all make it a natural location for AI data centres, and the development of data centres across central Scotland would ensure it secures its place at the forefront of this growing sector, bringing with it private-sector investment and long-term economic benefits.  
· The Freeport AI Energy Campus design considerations include: Sensitivity to 5 Sisters Bings; Separation of BESS and substation from DC to allow separate access; Waste heat unit to allow for future district heating scheme.
· The following points were raised at Public Consultation 1: Noise from the DC; Visual impact to nearby houses; Fire safety from BESS; Construction traffic; Depreciation to local house prices. Apatura are looking at these specific issues and will have more in-depth responses for Public Consultation 2, that will reduce impact and refine the final design.
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