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Minutes of West Calder & Harburn Community Council 14/10/2025

Present: Joan O’Donnell JOD (Chair), Allan McLaughlan AMcL (Vice-Chair), Debra Jamieson DJ (Planning Secretary), David Burgess DB (Treasurer), Lorna McCallum LMc, Jordan Stokoe JS, Councillor Craig Meek CM.
Apologies Bart Smit BS, Linda Hughes LH, Cllr Cathy Muldoon CMu, Councillor Pauline Clark PC, Jamie McDonald JMcD, (Police Scotland), Matt Pearce MP (CDT). 
Items of AOCB: JOD will raise 3 items of information.
Minutes of September Meeting:  The minutes of the last meeting were proposed by LMc and seconded by JOD.
Reports from External Bodies:
Police Report:  JMcD, Police Scotland, provided an update, by email and, this is attached at Appendix 1.
[bookmark: _Hlk149645515]CDT Update:  No report was received but CDT have advised that CDT and CEA/Hub are keen to start engagement on an updated Community Action Plan (CAP) in November, utilizing the next newsletter to kick start it and suggesting that CC should take the lead. The committee agreed that CC would take the lead and were happy to accept CDT’s offer to provide the admin/analysis/design work under our oversight. LMC, JS and DJ expressed an interest in representing the Community Council.
JOD will write to MP in more detail. CM advised that there may be grant funding available.
POST MEETING NOTE: JOD contacted CDT by email, 15th October – this was copied to committee members. A further email was sent on 21st October to committee members detailing a further telephone call with CDT.
ACTION: This matter will be discussed further at our November meeting.
Matters arising:
· Minute Secretary. JOD will continue to take the meeting minutes until the post of Secretary is filled. JS and DJ  were keen to use AI to cover the minutes. It was agreed that time would be saved but BS had opposed this at the last meeting, objecting to generative AI in respect of security and privacy. Ongoing.
· Gate to the old kirk has been padlocked (potential public and employee H&S concern). CM advised that this matter was now with West Lothian Council (WLC) Legal Department, to establish ownership. Ongoing.
· At the last meeting, JS suggested that the committee might explore ideas/thoughts for our own, local winter events now that this was not being done at Beecraigs. 
Although WC&H CDT generally run these events, DJ expressed an interest in getting involved and will contact CDT directly. There was also a brief discussion about the placement of the Christmas tree in Union Square. David Dewar is also interested in establishing a local farmer’s market.
POST MEETING NOTE: CM has advised the tree is purchased by CDT but WLC put up the tree and add the lights.
Harburn Bridge: 
The use of reflective road signs and non- stick road surfacing are still to be progressed and this matter will remain on the agenda for the next LAC meeting. All other recommendations have been implemented. The B7008 road from the south end of West Calder to the junction with the C24 will be resurfaced, which will require a full closure of the road. It is anticipated that these works will be on site during the next financial year. 
Ongoing.
Traffic Management: 
JOD advised that apart from one Temporary Traffic Notification (TTR) all others have been issued. 
Correspondence: 
All forwarded to committee members. 
Treasurer’s Report:  
DB advised, via email, that the bank balance stands at £768.64.
Planning Secretary Report: All Weekly Planning Reports from WLC have been issued. 
· DJ advised of the following applications - 0683/P/25 (erection of 2 houses) and 0766/FUL/25 (erection of 1 house). No objections were received from the committee. 
Reports from Sub-groups and Other Meetings:-
[bookmark: _Hlk140775560]Joint Forum of Community Councils Planning Forum – DJ. No update.
Joint Forum of Community Councils Police Forum – LH. No update.
Local Area Committee – AMcL. WLC are now commencing the consultation phase for National 20mph Speed Limit, Tier 1 (West Calder & Polbeth) and will shortly publish a web site to allow our residents and road users to view and comment on the proposals. This will include a link to a customer survey to collect feedback from residents. 
LAC  link:  West Lothian Council Committee Information - Meetings
Joint Forum of Community Councils Transport Forum – JOD. No update.
· CDT/CC Windfarm Sub- group – LH/JOD. No update. 

Any Other Competent Business:-
1. JOD will submit information for the CDT Winter Newsletter by 27th October. Ongoing.
2. DJ has set up a generic email address and will provide more detail, at a later date. JS and DJ will discuss the CC website outwith the meeting. Ongoing.
3. LMc gave brief details regarding a possible grant application (£500) to CC to set up an exhibition for the Community Hub Summer Club. No application has been received. Item closed.
 

Date of next meeting 11th November 2025
 (Inaugural Meeting for Community Council Elections, 2025)
 













APPENDIX 1.

Police Report, West Calder & Harburn  09/09 – 14/10/2025
· 102 incidents reported in this period (of which 13 were duplicates).
· A number of incidents reported (20% of all West Calder calls) within Mossend development. SNT (Safer Neighbourhood Team) also aware and engaging.
· 1 disturbance at Co-Op (No thefts reported) 2 persons charged in relation.
· 1 Hate Crime – same male as previous month arrested and charged.
· 1 Vandalism to vehicle
· A handful of calls to Bluebell Inn – varying from ASB to mental health calls – no major issues currently.
· 1 RTC on road to Harburn Golf Club – poor weather contributing however vehicle flipped onto roof – miraculously no injury!
· No parking tickets issues – personally, I have tried to be in and around the area  on a regular basis.
There have been no incidents involving any youth ASB or youths identified.
No identifiable trends in relation to housebreaking/vehicle thefts etc.
Again, no real identifiable drug picture from CGL in West Calder area – although homeless hotels are of concern for drug misuse.
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