Minutes of West Calder and Harburn Community Council 11/11/2025

Present: Joan O’Donnell JOD (Chair) Alistair Davidson AD, Linda Hughes LH, Debra Jamieson DJ (Planning Secretary), Lorna McCallum LM, David Murray DM, Elaine Murray EM (Secretary), Bart Smit BS, Jordan Stokoe JS,  Councillor Pauline Clark PC, Councillor Craig Meek CM.
Apologies: David Burgess DB (Treasurer), Allan MacLaughlin AMcL (Vice-Chair), Councillor Cathy Muldoon CMu.
Items of AOCB: JOD and JS indicated they wished to raise items
Minutes of October Meeting: Agreed. Proposed by LM and seconded by JOD.
Reports from external bodies: 
Police Report: Police Scotland had issued a written report as no officer was able to attend. This report is attached at Appendix 1.
Community Development Trust (CDT) update: 5000 people had attended the fireworks at the High School, a larger attendance then usual as other displays had been cancelled. There had been major parking problems and CDT will liaise with Police Scotland next year. CDT asked for feedback, suggestions being parking elsewhere and providing buses and improving crowd control and length of queues for food and entering the school.
Matters arising from Minutes:
· The meeting discussed  the proposal that an AI programme could be used to produce the Community Council’s minutes. While larger organisations such as the council have started using AI generated minutes, it was felt that the Community Council would not be able to afford the security which would prevent data from being harvested. The meeting agreed to raise the issue with the Joint Forum of Community Councils.
· The gate to the old kirk was still locked though the grass had been cut. CM advised that the council is still investigating ownership.
Discussion on AI storage centre: 
Pam Tibbetts attended the meeting on behalf of residents from Monarch’s Way concerned about Apatura’s proposals for an AI data storage centre at the previous Freeport site. She and a neighbour had produced a research paper with a number of questions which they felt Apatura had not answered adequately. The meeting discussed a number of these concerns and agreed to send the paper to Apatura with a request for written answers to all of the questions and a meeting with concerned residents. The committee agreed to contact Addiewell Community Council regarding the concerns which have been raised. Stoneyburn currently doesn’t have a Community Council.
Discussion on proposed update to the Community Action Plan: JOD will send a copy of the current plan to new members of the Community Council. CDT propose that the initial meeting should involve only CDT, the Community Hub and the Community Council. The Community Council has suggested that all local groups be invited to the first meeting to express their views. CDT will undertake the work issuing surveys etc. but the lead on the update is the Community Council. JOD stated that the survey must not involved closed questions. 
Harburn Bridge: There had been another accident at the bridge involving a stolen car. Work on the bridge is likely to be linked to the resurfacing of the B7008.
Traffic Management: JOD advised that there were two pending notices for December 2025 which will be published nearer the time.
Correspondence: all forwarded to committee members
Treasurer’s report:  The account balance remains £768.64
Planning Secretary’s report:  2 applications in the Community Council area. 0683/P/25, an in principle application for two new houses within an existing building which had attracted a number of objections and 0836/P/25, an in principle application for the erection of a house on land to the west of The Old Barn, which had not received any objections to date.
Reports from Sub-groups and other meetings: 
Joint Forum of Community Councils Planning Forum: (DJ) No update since October Community Council meeting.
Joint Forum of Community Councils Police Forum: (LH) No update since October
Local Area Committee: the next meeting will be on 9th December. PC asked CM whether the LAC could occasionally meet in local communities, CM advised that this would mean they couldn’t be recorded online. West Lothian Council Committee Information - Meetings

Joint Forum of Community Councils Transport Forum: (JOD) No update since October
CDT/CC Windfarm subgroup:  (LH/JOD) No update since October
Any Other Competent Business:  CDT has requested that a member of the CC join them as a liaison or possibly Board member. They meet every last Tuesday of the month and their AGM is in November. JOD asked for expressions of interest. CDT have also asked for the involvement of a resident from Monarch’s Way. 
JS asked what the mechanism is for raising issues brought to the community council’s attention with the council. JOD has a list of Heads of Service who can be contacted. Some members have also used the council website. The committee discussed making the public aware of the work of the Community Council and the difference between the CDT and CC.
Date of next meeting: 9th December 2025








APPENDIX 1.
POLICE SCOTLAND
Below is small breakdown from 15/10 – 10/11/2025
94 incidents
10 duplicates
8 calls to library building re faulty alarm system
Number of calls comprise concern for welfares (8), domestic related incidents (17)
No reported thefts
One incident involving kids throwing things around at Parkhead PS – no damage. No other youth ASB.
No housebreakings or vehicle thefts.
3 road traffic collisions in Harburn area
Joint presentations to all pupils at West Calder High School with SFRS re firework/bonfire safety etc

Illegal fireworks recovered in West Lothian - Police Scotland – just outside West Calder but would have made a significant difference throughout West Lothian over the last week or so. 200kg of fireworks seized with a value between £70,000-£100,000.
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