


Minutes of West Calder & Harburn Community Council  (CC) 11th September 2026

Present: Alistair Davison (AD), Debra Jamieson (DJ), Lorna McCallum (LM), David Murray (DM), Elaine Murray (Secretary) (EM, Jordan Stokoe (JS), Pam Tibbetts (PT), Cllr Craig Meek (CM), Cllr Pauline Clark (PC), Katie Hanshyna (KH)

Apologies: David Burgess (DB), Joan O’Donnell (JOD), Bart Smit (BS)

Declaration of Interests: None

Items of AOCB: LM – card for Allan

Minutes of previous meeting: Minutes of 14th July approved Proposed JS,  seconded LM.

Reports from External Bodies
· West Calder & Harburn Community Development Trust (CDT) – no report received.

Matters arising from the minutes: 
Old Kirk:  CM reported that he had asked the council’s Chief Executive for an update; still no progress with the Church of Scotland, who had not responded since being advised that legal services were involved. CM had asked the council to tidy up the area where allowed.

West Calder High School Swimming Pool: 
Both CM and PC had received representations from constituents. CM had requested a meeting with Ben Lamb, Chief Executive of West Lothian Leisure. JOD hadn’t received a reply to her emails to Xcite and the Joint Forum of Community Councils. There are conflicting demands for community use and use by swimming clubs. The ‘consultation’ meetings with swimming clubs had just been information about what was going to happen.
The Community Council agreed to ask for a meeting with Ben Lamb to discuss the reasons for the changes, the business case and community impact.

New Powers for Community Councils: 
Michael Gallacher had included WCHCC in a list of community councils who were involved, which was not strictly correct as we had agreed to be kept informed without prejudice.

Freeport AI Data Centre: 
The  Sub Group had met and agreed to invite Apatura to a meeting with residents and interested parties. JOD had drafted a letter to go to Apatura, which was agreed after discussion. Separately, group of concerned residents including PT were setting up a Facebook page opposing the data centre and would be distributing leaflets in the next couple of weeks. DJ advised that the CC sub group’s intention was to provide information to the community rather than to take a position at this stage. The meeting with Apatura would be advertised on social media with an accompanying video.

Traffic Management: all matters had been posted

Correspondence: 
· Sami Cormack from West Lothian Drug & Alcohol Services had send information about a Mental Health  project for the over 50s, including a meeting in the Hub on Tuesday 29th September from 10.30 to 12. This had been forwarded to CC members.
· National Emergency Briefing – email from Dr Joanne Topalian asking for CC to host a screening. AD had contacted the Hub who were concerned about finance and organisation but agreed if the CC would cover these. AD and DM agreed to progress with organising along with Dr Topalian.
· JOD had agreed, on behalf of the CC, to support a building warrant application submitted by the Hub
· JOD had emailed the Council about notices appearing on empty units
· Allan Maclaughlin and Matt Pearce had forwarded email correspondence about the Camilty Wind Farm application, which had been supported by the CC at the time on the condition that roads and verges were satisfactorily reinstated afterwards. That application had been suspended due to Covid but a new planning application had been lodged, and the CC should push for maximum community benefit.
· JOD had been copied into correspondence regarding a liquor licensing application from New Day Express and Post Office at 7-9 East End. It was unclear from the email if the CC had any role in this. Members were concerned about the decals advertising vapes, although these might soon be illegal, and whether alcohol was being sold already without a licence. PC agreed to contact planning enforcement regarding what is permitted in terms of advertising in the wndows of premises.

.
Treasurer’s report: none

Planning Secretary’s report: 
· 0292/H/25 – retrospective application for erection of a summerhouse, 76 Burngrange Cottages
· 0643/CLU/26 – certificate of lawfulness for use of house as a short term let 

Reports from sub-groups and other meetings
· Joint Forum of West Lothian Community Councils Planning Forum:  DJ - none
· Joint forum of West Lothian Community Councils Police Forum: – DM, EM and JS had agreed to attend depending on availability
· Local Area Committee: JOD – next meeting 15th September.
· Joint forum of Community Councils Transport Forum  AD – report on transport hubs still hadn’t been received. Reasons for proposed pilot in East Calder very unclear.
· CAP subgroup: JOD -  91 responses received so far. Surveys would be sent to schools next week. DJ was working on a video. Community Enterprise would allocate staff to assist with the analysis. Manual entry of data from surveys would be possible.
· CDT Sub-group LM – CC had been successful in being awarded £1k towards expenses of the Community Action Plan..
· Community Hub JS - no update, next meeting next week.

AOCB:  
AD expressed concern that original street artwork at skatepark had been removed, with the result that offensive graffiti had now replaced it.
AD reported that Heras fencing left on the path near the school was being used as a dumping ground. AD to send photos to CM and PC.
CC members signed a card for Allan Maclaughlin.




. Date of next meeting:  8th September 2026


Issue date:12th  August 2026
West Calder and Harburn Community Council, Dickson Street, West Calder, EH55 8DZ

