Minutes of West Calder & Harburn Community Council 14/7/26

Present: David Burgess (Treasurer) (DB), Debra Jamieson (DJ), Lorna McCallum (LM), David Murray (DM), Elaine Murray (Secretary) (EM), Joan O’Donnell (Chair) (JOD), Bart Smit (BS), Jordan Stokoe (JS), Cllr Pauline Clark (PC), Pam Tibbetts (PT), Ellen King (EK), 

Apologies: Alan MacLaughlin (Vice Chair) (AMcL), Cllr Pauline Clark (PC), Cllr Craig Meek (CM), Cllr Cathy Muldoon (CMu), Matt Peace (MP)

Declaration of Interests: None

Items of AOCB: DJ – 1 item, LM – 1 item

Minutes of previous meeting: Minutes of 9th June were approved. Proposed JS,   seconded LM.

Reports from External Bodies
· Police – as the Police have refused to provide reports, this item will be deleted from the agenda 
· West Calder & Harburn Community Development Trust (CDT) – no report received.

Matters arising from the minutes: 
Old Kirk: still no progress, JOD will contact Scott Hughes of West Lothian Council (WLC)

West Calder High School Swimming Pool: 
The Community Council  (CC) had been contacted by 2 swimming groups who had been advised that they would no longer have access to West Calder High School swimming pool. Xcite had offered one an unsuitable alternative, the other had not received any alternative. JOD had contacted WLC and Xcite. Xcite delayed the date when the groups could no longer use the pool by one month (October) but had not responded to JOD’s questions – she would advise CMu of this. A number of consultation meetings were being held this week however the CC had not been advised or invited to attend. JOD will contact the Joint Forum of Community Council (JFCC) to ask whether any other CCs had been contacted with concerns.

New Powers for Community Councils: 
Michael Gallacher had emailed JOD with links answering some of the issues raised by the CC. Members agreed to express interest in learning more but without commitment to a position at this stage.

Freeport AI Data Centre: 
PT reported on the research she had been carrying out for the past year. Other communities where there are data centre proposals hadn’t been aware until the planning application had been submitted. There are also concerns that NPF4 mentions “green” data centres but doesn’t define what they are. Few people know the difference between an edge data centre and a hyperskill data centre like this. Noise issues include low frequency infrasound which can escape noise buffering. PT had prepared a leaflet to go to residents, which she invited members to read and comment on, JOD suggested she email this to EM to be appended to the minute. JOD proposed a motion to form a sub group on the AI data centre – the motion was carried. JS proposed that the group should work on a communication strategy template which would be applied to this matter but could also be applied in future to other large scale community issues. Communication from the Community Council, regarding the AI data centre, must remain strictly neutral during this proposal stage. We are only able to provide factual, unbiased information and focus solely on gathering resident feedback. while presenting arguments against and in favour of the issue 
This was agreed and it was also agreed to offer concerned residents facilities to meet and take forward an action group. DJ offered to make a video on the data centre proposals with PT.

Traffic Management:
1 item posted for July, another due in August

Correspondence: 
Scoping requests had been submitted for a 16 turbine (75-100 MW) wind farm development at Seat Hill in South Lanarkshire (deadline 30th July) and Auchinoon Energy Park, 8 turbines and battery energy storage south of Livingston (deadline 17th July)
.
Treasurer’s report: 
Unchanged at  £817.37. 

Planning Secretary’s report: 
· 0400/H/26 erection of conservatory at 20 Westwood View
· 0411/FUL/26 6.2m2 storage container in Easter Breich Wood
· 0468/FUL/26 extension of life of Pearie Law Wind Farm from 30 to 40 years
· 0414/H/26 extension and alterations to Tags, Hardwood House to create gym
· 0452/FUL/26 construction of house and swimming pool at 19 West Mains Cross
No objections raised to any of these applications

Reports from sub-groups and other meetings
· Joint Forum of West Lothian Community Councils Planning Forum:  DJ - none
· Joint forum of West Lothian Community Councils Police Forum: – Linda Hughes has resigned from the community council and a new representative is needed. Meetings are during the day every 2 to 3 months. As not on a set day of the week members suggested different members could attend depending on availablity
· Local Area Committee: AMcL- next meeting in September 
· Joint forum of Community Councils Transport Forum – AD - none
· CAP subgroup: JOD -  newsletter had been delivered 9/7/26 and posts on CC and local Facebook pages on the same day. 4 collection points for paper surveys to be returned and posters with QR code displayed. Paper surveys would be sent to both schools. The total cost of the survey would be around £4k, including the external consultants fee. A small grant of £1k had been applied for and £2k from the West Lothian Development Trust, the CC and CDT would supply the rest. Next meeting in September
· CDT Sub-group – LM – 14  applications were to receive grants totalling £10k 
· Community Hub  - JS. Numbers if lets were rising but bills were higher than expected

AOCB:  
LM expressed concern that the post office windows were obscured by posters including an advertisement for vapes. DJ to investigate whether there could be planning issues.
DJ requested members email her with suggestions for future videos.



. Date of next meeting:  11th August 2026
Issue date:17th July 2026
West Calder and Harburn Community Council, Dickson Street, West Calder, EH55 8DZ

