Minutes of West Calder & Harburn Community Council 12/5/2026
Present: Alistair Davidson (AD), Debra Jamieson (DJ), Allan MacLaughlin (Vice Chair) (AMcL), Lorna McCallum (LM), Joan O’Donnell (Chair) (JOD), Jordan Stokoe (JS), Cllr Pauline Clark (PC), Cllr Craig Meek,(CM), Pam Tibbetts (PT), Lynsey Elder, (LE).
Apologies: David Burgess (Treasurer) (DB), David Murray (DM), Elaine Murray (Secretary) (EM), Bart Smit (BS), Cllr Cathy Muldoon, Matt Peace (MP), Paul Temple (PT), Linda Hughes (LM).
Declaration of Interests: None
Items of AOCB: JOD has 4 items of information.
Minutes of previous meeting: Minutes of 12th May were approved. Proposed LM and  seconded AD.
Chair’s Announcement: JOD advised the meeting that Linda Hughes has resigned from the committee. Linda stated, in her correspondence, that she feels she can no longer commit to fulfilling the role as a committee member. She added that she may return next year if she finds that she has the time and commitment to rejoin as a committee member. Linda has thoroughly enjoyed the meetings and in offering support.
Members were saddened to hear this news and JOD stated that her expertise/experience with Police Scotland would be greatly missed.

Reports from External Bodies
Police – no report received. JOD provided the following update: 
· The Community Police Sergeant has checked with their line management regarding our request for a monthly email report. They were advised that they were not in a position to provide this information. Police Scotland have  committed (where possible) to chairing a regular meeting with the heads of the community councils and observations or concerns could be shared within this forum.
West Calder & Harburn Community Development Trust (CDT) – no report received.

Matters arising from the minutes: 
1. Old Kirk. Scott Hughes West Lothian Council (WLC) this item has been outstanding for some time. CM provide the following update, from WLC:
· Following formal written communication issued to the Church of Scotland to advise of the council’s view in terms of ownership and responsibility (that the structure is owned and is the responsibility of the Church of Scotland), there has since been ongoing dialogue between both parties disputing the position.
Officers within Property Services are currently seeking further advice from Legal Services to reach a final determination and I will ensure that any further updates are shared with you as soon as possible. Communication with Church of Scotland and Historic Scotland has been unhelpful in terms of establishing their, or either of their, responsibility for the church, although it is accepted that the churchyard falls within the council’s responsibility.
Issues relating to responsibility for historic properties are generally challenging to resolve, however, Legal Services are considering the position and will seek further engagement with Historic Scotland to achieve a resolution. Ongoing
2, Filming in the library – DJ has now filmed a short video for our Facebook Page, the video was shared with committee members. This will also be shared on other local Facebook Pages. Item Closed.
3, At the last meeting PC was asked to find out why empty units in Union Square and West Main Street had been left empty for such a long time. PC provided the following update from WLC - 
· “We currently have three vacant retail units and one office unit available:  
· a 11 Union Square – Currently vacant. Property was refurbished and completed on 22 March 2026 following abandonment case of previous tenant.
· b 14 Union Square – Officers are currently in discussions with a party at present (we are unable to disclose the party at present but viewings have taken place). Vacant since June 2024 (Utilised  since in part to assist with works at 48 West Main Street).
· c 48 West Main Street – Repairs now completed and particulars being prepared for marketing. Previous tenant vacated at end of October 2025.
· d Unit 4 West Calder Business Centre - currently being marketed, vacant since December 2025. WLC happy to discuss.” 
JOD expressed concern that one unit had been available since 2024 and was still vacant. PC confirmed that this information could be shared with West Calder Business Association.
POST MEETING NOTE: This information was passed to West Calder Business Association on 12th June. Item Closed.
4, A resident had complained to CDT about graffiti and the matter was passed to JOD for action. JOD contacted WLC on 14 May and was informed that this would be removed as soon as possible. The resident was fully updated on WLC course of action. Item closed.

New Powers for Community Councils:
The Joint Forum (JF) had circulated a consultation on additional powers for community councils, for members to consider. We had agreed to express an interest to the JF but this was superseded by JF passing the decision to individual CCs to contact Michael Gallagher (MG) directly. The committee felt they needed more information from MG to address the matter and JOD will write to MG. This was superseded by a further email from MG on 11th June.
POST MEETING NOTE: Email from MG forwarded to committee on 14th June. 
Action: ALL. To be discussed at the July meeting.

Community Action Plan (CAP): At the previous meeting, PC advised that Addiewell CC was offering a prize draw with vouchers which could be spent in local businesses for those taking part in a survey. Committee members thought this was a good idea for our CAP survey. JOD met with CDT on 14th May to discuss this but it was agreed not to proceed with that option, at this time. Following that meeting an email update was sent on 20th May to the CAP Steering Group and no objections were received. The email was also copied to the CC committee and no responses were received. It was hoped to have the survey ready for distribution at the Community Woods & Garden Open Day and Parkhead Gala Day but the survey was not ready. JOD will also look at funding to cover costs. . 
Action – JOD to confirm the required funding.
POST MEETING NOTE: Survey to printer’s w/c 15th June; Distribution date/online availability w/c 22nd June. 
General Email Address: No further issues have been reported. Item Closed.

Traffic Management: Notices for June have been posted. Notices for July and August (2) will be posted at a later date.

Correspondence: All correspondence has been issued to all members.
· AD confirmed he had attended the Webinar on Freuchie Community Council’s approach to their CAP on 22nd May. AD had no new information to share. 
· West Lothian Development Plan (WLDP 2) – An email was sent to all committee members on 5th May and again on 13th May. Engagement date was 29th May. 
· Recordings of WLC Meetings - The JF had asked all community councils to complete a response form if they agreed to oppose this decision. The WLC budget saving would be £50,000. Votes were taken via email:
6 abstentions: 3 for; 3 against. Chair had casting vote. We did not fill in the JF response form. It was accepted that the JF focus was on the cost of this service.

Treasurer’s report: Account balance is  £817.37. No update on the uncashed cheque for Elevate Gymnastics. RBS have added an additional two signatories to the bank account. 

Planning Secretary’s report: 
· The JF Planning Meeting was held on 13th May. DJ advised that there were failures by WLC regarding mandatory gate checks and these were detailed in the notes issued by the JF. (See WLDP(2) under correspondence). Notes were sent out from last Planning Forum meeting. 
· 0292/FUL/26 – Erection of silage pit at Mid Hartwood Farm. There were no objections to this application.
· 0744/H/25 – Erection of 6ft/1.8m fence (retrospective). Fence is at front of the dwelling and faces a road. The committee considered this application and voiced concerns if resident drivers might not have safe egress from their properties. It was also agreed that this application does not meet the current planning standards. The committee felt that as there were no objections, from any residents, on the planning portal, the Community Council would not lodge an objection to this application. However, local councillors do have the power to “call in” an application - this means that it bypasses WLC Planning Department and is decided instead by the Development Management Committee. All residents can exercise this option by  approaching their local councillor(s). 
· AI Data Centre – all data storage info from AD has been shared with PT. PT also gave a short update on the many areas in Scotland that are being targeted for AI Data Centre sites. JOD confirmed that this has been referenced in the Community Council report for the CDT Newsletter. It was agreed that this will be a standard agenda item at future meetings.
Action: JOD to add to agenda for future meetings.




Reports from sub-groups and other meetings
· Joint Forum of West Lothian Community Councils Planning Forum: DJ - A meeting was held on 13th May in the Civic Centre and online. The Joint Forum issued the meeting minutes and these have been emailed to committee members. 
· Joint forum of West Lothian Community Councils Police Forum: – No update.
· Local Area Committee: AMcL- attended meeting on 12th May and provided updates at our last meeting. Next meeting will be held in September. 
· Joint forum of Community Councils Transport Forum – Notes have been circulated and AD stated that the next meeting was scheduled for July.
· CDT Sub-group – JOD. Next meeting will be held soon to discuss small community grants. 
· Community Hub  - JS. Hub Board and staff are still working through the transition period. Unfortunately, the male toilets were recently damaged due to unauthorised access.

AOCB:  
1. A consultation on the Decriminalisation of Parking has been issued and circulated to CC members and posted on our FB page - closes on 3rd July.
2. Report submitted for Community Newsletter.
3. Contact List updated.
4. Vacant position on the committee for a community councillor.



. Date of next meeting:  14th July 2026
Issue date:15th June 2026
West Calder and Harburn Community Council, Dickson Street, West Calder, EH55 8DZ

